Qualified for the future:
The right choice for Wales
Young people’s summary of findings and decisions report

Hello
We are Qualifications Wales.
We decide which qualifications schools in Wales can offer. We make sure they’re the right
ones, and that the different assessments and exams you take are fair.
If they need to change, we talk to lots of people to help us decide what changes to make.

Made-for-Wales
Qualifications that are made-for-Wales means they
are designed for learners in Wales.
Other qualifications are designed for learners
across the UK.
In 2021, we asked people to tell us what GCSE subjects and other made-for-Wales
qualifications there should be for learners in Wales.
You can read the full findings report on the consultation and our full decisions report here:
qualificationswales.org/english/qualified-for-the-future---have-your-say
We listened to all the feedback, and it has helped us make these decisions.

About the consultation
The consultation covered the six Areas of Learning and
Experience (‘Areas’) in the new curriculum.
The six Areas are:
● Expressive Arts
● Health and Well-being
● Humanities
● Languages, Literacy and Communication
● Mathematics and Numeracy
● Science and Technology.
It also covered Integral Skills.

Impact of Covid-19
This consultation was mainly held online
because of Covid-19 restrictions.

Who took part?
1,501

people took part,

113 of them

were learners.
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Reimagining the qualifications available to 14-16-year-olds
This is an exciting opportunity to look at the qualifications we have in Wales.
In coming up with the proposals and making our decisions, these were our priorities:

The new curriculum
We will align the qualifications with the new curriculum. We
will explore how they can be designed so they are innovative
and support learners to realise the four purposes of the new
curriculum. This means rethinking how we expect learners to
show their knowledge.

Learner experiences, engagement and
progression
These new qualifications will give learners lots of different
learning experiences that will support their engagement and
prepare them to move onto further study and work.

Learner Mental Health
and Wellbeing
We will look at how the assessment
of these new qualifications can
be reimagined to give learners a
more positive experience. This
includes looking at different
types of assessment, how many
assessments learners take and have
more flexible assessments, where
possible.

Digital Technology
COVID-19 pandemic forced us all to find new ways of
working and using technology. We want to use this
opportunity see how digital technology can be used
more and help assess learners’ skills.

Manageable, accessible and
diverse
We will make sure qualifications are designed to be
inclusive and accessible. We will also consider the
manageability of individual qualifications and the
overall range.

Choice and flexibility
We will make sure these qualifications give more
flexibility for learners and schools to choose some
of the content and context they want to focus on.
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Expressive Arts
Proposal 1 How far do you agree or disagree with the proposal to review and reform GCSEs in: Art and Design, Drama and Music?

Art and Design
Strongly agree 36%
Tend to agree 35%
Neither agree or disagree 13%
Tend to disagree 6%

253 people answered
this question.

Strongly disagree 5%
Don’t know 5%

Drama
Strongly agree 38%
Tend to agree 32%
Neither agree or disagree 14%
Tend to disagree 7%

248 people answered
this question.

Strongly disagree 4%

●
●
●
●

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
help learners engage with the subjects
help keep the GCSEs’ value and identity
give learners more experience
help learners move on and prepare for future qualifications.

But they said we need to make sure:
● practical work is part of the assessment
● learners in all schools have opportunities to use up-to-date creative
technology
● schools have support.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● it might not align with the new curriculum.

Don’t know 4%

Music
Decision:

Strongly agree 37%

We will create new GCSEs in Art and Design, Drama and Music.

Tend to agree 32%
Neither agree or disagree 14%
Tend to disagree 9%

246 people answered
this question.

Strongly disagree 5%
Don’t know 4%
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Proposal 2 Do you agree with our plan to create a new GCSE in
Film and Digital Media?

Proposal 3 Do you agree with our plan to make sure that learners in
Wales have a choice of qualifications that assess dance?

Strongly agree 49%

Strongly agree 40%

Tend to agree 28%

Tend to agree 29%

Neither agree or disagree 11%

Neither agree or disagree 14%

Tend to disagree 4%
Strongly disagree 2%
Don’t know 5%
243 people answered
this question.

77%
77% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● give learners the opportunity to develop skills
● help learners prepare for careers
● work well with the new curriculum.

.

But they said we need to make sure:
● schools can get the right staff, software, technology and equipment
● the qualification is available in Welsh and English
● the qualification is developed well and its value is clear.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● it might not give learners enough foundation to move onto A level.

Tend to disagree 6%
Strongly disagree 7%
Don’t know 3%
232 people answered
this question.

69%
69% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● give learners in Wales the same opportunities as learners across the UK
● promote dance as part of a curriculum
● meet the needs of learners.
But they said we need to make sure:
● it’s available in Welsh and English
● that we keep checking to see if a made-for-Wales GCSE is needed.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● dance should be part of other GCSEs like Physical Education or Drama.

Decision:
Decision:

We will create a new GCSE in Film and Digital Media.

We will make sure that learners in Wales have a choice of
qualifications that assess dance. We will also work with professionals
to create a new made-for-Wales Dance qualification.
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Proposal 4 Do you agree with our plan to continue to offer a choice of qualifications
that cover different areas of the expressive arts ?
Strongly agree 37%
Tend to agree 33%
Neither agree or disagree 13%
Tend to disagree 8%
Strongly disagree 6%
Don’t know 4%
218 people answered
this question.

70%
70% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

●
●
●
●

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
encourage learners to develop skills
support learners’ progress to further study and work
link better to the new curriculum
help learners who want to keep their options open when
they aren’t sure what they want to specialise in.

But they said we need to make sure:
● the content is relevant and interesting
● all learners in Wales have the opportunity to study the
same qualifications.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● some subjects should not be assessed together.

Decision:

We will continue to offer a choice of qualifications that
cover different areas of the expressive arts.
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Health and Well-being
Proposal 1 Do you agree with our plan not to create a new

qualification which covers the whole of Health and Well-being Area?
Strongly agree 38%
Tend to agree 26%
Neither agree or disagree 11%
Tend to disagree 11%
Strongly disagree 10%
Don’t know 4%

270 people answered
this question.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● keep the focus on personal development
● give schools freedom to teach this in ways that fit their Areas and needs
● avoid putting the focus on a qualification to be passed or failed.

64%

But they said we need to make sure:
● health and well-being are linked into other parts of the new curriculum.

64% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● this was a lost opportunity to place health and well-being at the heart of
the curriculum.

Decision:

We will not create a new qualification to support this Area.
However, we will look at this again in the future to see if there needs to
be a new qualification to support the Area.
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Proposal 2 Do you agree with our plan to look at and change GCSEs in Food and Nutrition, Physical Education, Health and Social Care, and Childcare?

Food and Nutrition
Strongly agree 40%
Tend to agree 31%
Neither agree or disagree 14%
Tend to disagree 3%

237 people answered
this question.

Strongly disagree 4%

But they said we need to make sure:
● qualifications stay relevant to life beyond school
● there are practical parts of the qualifications that can be assessed
● all learners have the opportunity to study these.

Don’t know 8%

Physical Education
Strongly agree 38%
Tend to agree 33%
Neither agree or disagree 12%
Tend to disagree 8%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● give learners qualifications that can lead to further study, training and
employment
● keep the popular subjects that learners enjoy.

242 people answered
this question.

Strongly disagree 5%
Don’t know 5%

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● it doesn’t seem to line up with the new curriculum
● Health and Social Care, and Childcare should be separate qualifications.

Decision:

Health and Social Care,
and Childcare.

We will create new GCSEs in Food and Nutrition, Physical Education, and
Health and Social Care, and Childcare.

Strongly agree 38%
Tend to agree 28%
Neither agree or disagree 18%
Tend to disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 4%

238 people answered
this question.

Don’t know 8%
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Humanities
Proposal 1 Do you agree with our plan to look at and change
GCSEs in Business, Geography, History and Religious Studies?

Business

Strongly agree 32%
Tend to agree 26%
Neither agree or disagree 17%
Tend to disagree 6%
Strongly disagree 8%
Don’t know 11%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● keep the value of each GCSE
● help learners develop the skills and knowledge needed for
A levels.

Geography

But they said we need to make sure:
● the content is more up-to-date and relevant
● we look at the content of the GCSEs as some are quite
heavy
● we check that assessments are carried out in the same
ways across schools.

History

Strongly agree 35%
Tend to agree 28%
Neither agree or disagree 15%
Tend to disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 9%
Don’t know 9%

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● it would be better to combine subjects and make a new
qualification.

Decision:

We will create new GCSEs in Business, Geography,
History and Religious Studies.

Religious
Studies

Strongly agree 36%
Tend to agree 27%
Neither agree or disagree 12%
Tend to disagree 6%
Strongly disagree 10%
Don’t know 9%
Strongly agree 32%
Tend to agree 26%
Neither agree or disagree 17%
Tend to disagree 6%
Strongly disagree 8%
Don’t know 11%

301 people answered
this question.

307 people answered
this question.

302 people answered
this question.

308 people answered
this question.
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Proposal 2 Do you agree with our plan to create

● Proposal 3 Do you agree with our plan to develop proposals
for a new Humanities GCSE?
Strongly agree 16%

a new Social Studies GCSE?
Strongly agree 29%
Tend to agree 27%

56%

Neither agree or disagree 18%
Tend to disagree 8%
Strongly disagree 13%
Don’t know 5%
315 people answered
this question.

●
●
●
●
●

Tend to agree 20%
Neither agree or disagree 10%
Tend to disagree 16%
Strongly disagree 36%

56% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
link well to the aims of the new curriculum
give learners more choice
cover topics that are important and relevant to learners
help learners develop useful skills
be popular for learners, especially lower ability learners.

But they said we need to make sure:
● it doesn’t overshadow the other GCSEs in this Area
● schools have enough support to do this
● it is available in Welsh and English.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● social studies was covered in other subjects in this Area.

Don’t know 2%
311 people answered
this question.

36%
36% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● give learners more choice
● be accessible for learners with ALN.
But they said we need to make sure:
● we designed it well and made its value as a qualification clear.

●
●
●
●

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
a new GCSE could make the subject areas covered too broad and
have too much content
it would be difficult to teach and study
it would not give learners enough skills or knowledge of the subject
it would be difficult for schools to plan and timetable this.

Decision:
Decision:

We will create a new GCSE in Social Studies.

We will not create a new GCSE in Humanities.
However, we will look at this again in the future, when the curriculum
has embedded.
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Languages, Literacy and Communication
Proposal 1 Do you agree with our plan to create new combined GCSEs
in language and literature in English and Welsh?

These new combined GCSEs would each be roughly the size of 1½ GCSEs.
Strongly agree 10%
Tend to agree 20%
Neither agree or disagree 8%
Tend to disagree 17%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● improve the qualification content
● allow more learners to study literature
● help to reduce learners’ workload.
But they said we need to make sure:
● any changes added up to a single or double GCSE
● it doesn’t negatively impact the Welsh language.

30%

Strongly disagree 39%
Don’t know 6%
435 people answered
this question.

30% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

●
●
●
●

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
this would devalue both English and Welsh as subjects
it wouldn’t have the same standing as other qualifications across the UK
half-GCSEs might not be valued or recognised by universities or
employers
language and literature are two distinct subjects and should remain that
way.

Decision:

We will create a new GCSE in English that combines language and literature. We have
decided to wait and make our decision about a new GCSE in Welsh until January 2022.
We have decided to reserve our decisions in relation to Welsh language qualifications
until January 2022. This will allow us to look at our options again together with Welsh
Government’s current Welsh language policy intentions.
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Proposal 2 Do you agree with our plan to stop offering the

current GCSE Welsh Second Language and to create a new
GCSE in Welsh for learners in English-medium schools? The new
GCSE would be around the size of 1½ GCSEs.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● be good for learners who enjoy learning Welsh in school and want a
qualification.

Strongly agree 13%
Tend to agree 17%

●

Neither agree or disagree 15%
Tend to disagree 13%
Strongly disagree 31%
Don’t know 10%

416 people answered
this question.

30%
30% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

●
●
●

But they said we need to make sure:
the increased workload and difficulty don’t impact negatively on
learners
learning Welsh isn’t prioritised over other international languages
any change is up-to-date and interesting for learners
there’s enough support for Welsh teaching in English-medium schools.

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● half-sized GCSEs might not be valued by employers
● the current qualification size shouldn’t be changed
● there aren’t enough Welsh teachers, so it could be hard recruit for
English-medium schools.

Decision:

We have decided to wait and make our decision about a new GCSE in
Welsh for learners in English-medium schools until January 2022.
We have decided to reserve our decisions in relation to Welsh
language qualifications until January 2022. This will allow us to look
at our options again together with Welsh Government’s current Welsh
language policy intentions.
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Proposal 3 Do you agree with our plan to create some new small

Welsh language qualifications that can be studied alongside GCSEs to
help learners to improve different skills in Welsh?
●
●
●
●

Strongly agree 24%
Tend to agree 25%
Neither agree or disagree 18%
Tend to disagree 8%
Strongly disagree 15%
Don’t know 10%

402 people answered
this question.

49%
49% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
give learners more choice
help expand learners’ knowledge and raise standards
improve learner confidence and be a bridge to further study
make the experience more appealing, fun and accessible.

But they said we need to make sure:
● these small qualifications cover practical life skills, including using
Welsh in the workplace
● that learners don’t take these small qualifications instead of the full
GCSE
● we don’t place more focus on teaching Welsh than English.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● this would not be suitable for all learners
● there’s too much Welsh on offer in the current curriculum.

Decision:

We have decided to wait and make our decision about creating
some new small Welsh language qualifications that can be taken
in addition to a GCSE until January 2022.
We have decided to reserve our decisions in relation to Welsh
language qualifications until January 2022. This will allow us to look
at our options again together with Welsh Government’s current Welsh
language policy intentions.
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Proposal 4 Do you agree with our plan to look at and change
GCSEs in French, German and Spanish?
Strongly agree 30%

in a range of international languages?
Strongly agree 29%

Tend to agree 26%

Tend to agree 29%

56%

Neither agree or disagree 21%
Tend to disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 6%
Don’t know 13%
401 people answered
this question.

56% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● make these GCSEs more accessible to learners of all abilities
● make more use of digital technology
● increase learners’ confidence in speaking the language.

●
●
●
●

Proposal 5 Do you agree with our plan to create small qualifications

But they said we need to make sure:
the qualifications don’t have too much content
content focuses on communication
we focus on examination and assessment less
learning languages is more enjoyable.

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● the current GCSEs are suitable.

Decision:

We will create new GCSEs in French, German and Spanish.

Neither agree or disagree 20%
Tend to disagree 6%
Strongly disagree 6%
Don’t know 9%
402 people answered
this question.

58%
58% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● boost learners’ language skills and confidence
● prepare all learners for further study of languages
● increase uptake and interest in international languages.
But they said we need to make sure:
● the small qualifications don’t replace GCSEs
● universities and employers understand these small qualifications and can
see the value of them
● we look at linking to the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR) because it is an international standard for measuring
language ability.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● schools might struggle to fit this into their timetables.

Decision:

We will create a set of small, made-for-Wales qualifications in a range
of international languages.
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Proposal 6 Do you agree with our plan to make sure that learners can

still study British Sign Language (BSL) qualifications at a range of different
levels of difficulty, including any new BSL GCSE that is made in England?
Strongly agree 49%
Tend to agree 28%
Neither agree or disagree 13%
Tend to disagree 2%
Strongly disagree 0%
Don’t know 8%

402 people answered
this question.

77%
77% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● promote BSL as a valuable skill
● raise awareness of the challenges that deaf people face
● help create a more inclusive and caring society.
But they said we need to make sure:
● we continue to offer learners and schools a range of BSL
qualifications
● the qualifications are interesting
● BSL qualifications are available in Welsh and English.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● there wouldn’t be enough staff, with the right skills, to do this.

Decision:

We will make sure learners and schools can continue to
access a range of other British Sign Language qualifications.
We will also work with professionals to create a new 		
made-for-Wales BSL qualification.
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Mathematics and Numeracy
Proposal 1 Do you agree with our plan to create one GCSE Mathematics
qualification instead of the two separate GCSEs in Mathematics and
Mathematics-Numeracy
Strongly agree 29%
Tend to agree 28%
Neither agree or disagree 10%
Tend to disagree 12%
Strongly disagree 15%
Don’t know 6%

250 people answered
this question.

57%
57% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● stop content being repeated
● mean it could be taught more effectively.
But they said we need to make sure:
● we look at keeping its size at 2 GCSEs, not 1½ GCSEs
● the qualification prepares learners for further study and careers
● it isn’t harder for some groups of learners like those with ALN.
Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● it might result in schools reducing the amount of time teaching the
subject.

Decision:

We will create a new combined GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy
qualification to replace the two existing GCSEs in Mathematics and
Mathematics-Numeracy.
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Proposal 2 Do you agree with our plan to create a new small
qualification to test number skills on-screen?

Tend to agree 33%
Neither agree or disagree 11%
Strongly disagree 8%
Don’t know 5%

238 people answered
this question.

●
●
●
●

But they said we need to make sure:
the qualification is offered to all learners
the qualification is carefully designed
the value of the small qualification is recognised
schools get support to deliver this.

●

Strongly agree 34%

Tend to disagree 10%

●
●
●

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
allow all learners to gain skills, confidence and a qualification in
maths
help those who struggle with the GCSE
help learners with ALN
develop an up-to-date qualification.

67%
67% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● the qualification would be confusing and unnecessary
● it might disadvantage specific groups of learners who struggle
with online work.

Decision:

We will create a new small qualification that can be taken
in addition to the GCSE to assess a learner’s number skills
using an on-screen assessment method.
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Proposal 3 We plan to make sure an Additional Maths qualification is
available for learners. Do you agree?
Strongly agree 58%
Tend to agree 23%
Neither agree or disagree 6%
Tend to disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 3%
Don’t know 5%

236 people answered
this question.

●
●
●
●
●

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
be beneficial for learners who enjoy and excel at maths
help learners go on to A levels
grow learners’ abilities and skills
encourage learners to progress into maths-related careers
encourage learners to progress in other subjects like sciences
and engineering.

●
●
●

But they said we need to make sure:
employers value the qualification
the qualification is available in all schools, for all learners
the qualification mirrors the existing additional maths
qualification already offered by some schools
this doesn’t reduce teaching time for the maths GCSE.

81%
81% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

●

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● some schools would struggle to run this qualification.

Decision:

We will create a made-for-Wales Level 2 qualification in
Additional Maths.
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Science and Technology
Proposal 1 Do you agree with our plan to review and if needed
change GCSEs in Computer Science, Built Environment, Design
and Technology, and Digital Technology?

●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
make them more up-to-date, relevant and interesting
align better to the new curriculum
reflect the needs and practices of new jobs in these areas
help learners progress to further education and work
appeal to learners with different interests
give a more flexible and balanced choice for learners.
But they said we need to make sure:
the qualifications can be checked and updated regularly as
technology develops quite quickly
that assessment focuses on practical skills too
changes don’t discourage lower ability learners
we link to post-16 learning.

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● some of these qualifications are new and already fit-for-purpose.

Decision:

We will create new GCSEs in Computer Science, Built
Environment, Design and Technology and Digital Technology.

Computer
Science

Strongly agree 32%
Tend to agree 27%
Neither agree or disagree 19%
Tend to disagree 4%
Strongly disagree 3%
Don’t know 16%

Built
Environment

Strongly agree 25%
Tend to agree 21%
Neither agree or disagree 25%
Tend to disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 4%
Don’t know 20%

Design and
Technology

Strongly agree 27%
Tend to agree 28%
Neither agree or disagree 21%
Tend to disagree 4%
Strongly disagree 4%
Don’t know 17%

Digital
Technology

Strongly agree 29%
Tend to agree 24%
Neither agree or disagree 20%
Tend to disagree 5%
Strongly disagree 5%
Don’t know 18%

348 people answered
this question.

346 people answered
this question.

345 people answered
this question.

346 people answered
this question.
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Proposal 2 Do you agree with our plan to create a new GCSE in Engineering
and Manufacturing?

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● give learners the skills they need for the future
● encourage more learners to consider skilled careers
● align with the new curriculum.

Strongly agree 39%
Tend to agree 27%
Neither agree or disagree 16%
Tend to disagree 3%
Strongly disagree 3%
Don’t know 12%

352 people answered
this question.

66%
66% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

●
●
●
●

But they said we need to make sure:
the qualification has a practical, hands-on approach
learners have opportunities to observe and practise in
workshops and production settings
the qualification is suitable for all learners
it’s attractive and designed to engage higher ability learners too.

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● small schools may struggle to provide the teaching staff
● GCSEs in physics and mathematics would prepare learners for
careers in engineering better
● the qualification would overlap too much with other
qualifications.

Decision:

We will create a new GCSE in Engineering and Manufacturing.
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Proposal 3 Do you agree with our plan to create a new GCSE in Science?
People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● be simpler for schools to offer
● be easier for future employers to understand
● give more learners the opportunity to gain a qualification.

The new GCSE would be around the size of 2 GCSEs.
Strongly agree 22%
Tend to agree 20%
Neither agree or disagree 13%
Tend to disagree 14%
Strongly disagree 26%
Don’t know 5%

355 people answered
this question.

42%
42% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

But they said we need to make sure:
● it doesn’t put Welsh learners at a disadvantage compared to
other UK learners who can study 3 separate science routes
● it doesn’t disadvantage learners with ALN
● universities and employers understand the value of the
qualification.

●
●
●
●

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
it could reduce learners’ options
it could reduce schools’ opportunities to offer other science
qualifications
it may not allow learners to specialise and challenge
themselves
separate GCSEs in the sciences would give a better foundation
for further study and employment.

Decision:

We will create a new GCSE in Science to replace the
existing set of science GCSEs.
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Proposal 4 Do you agree with our plan to create a range of small science
qualifications that can be taken in addition to the new GCSE in Science
mentioned in the previous question?
These would be around one-third or two-thirds of a GCSE.

Strongly agree 24%

But they said we need to make sure:
● this doesn’t favour larger schools that may have more staff,
resources and flexibility over smaller or rural schools.

Tend to agree 18%
Neither agree or disagree 16%
Tend to disagree 15%
Strongly disagree 22%
Don’t know 5%

350 people answered
this question.

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● offer learners more choice, flexibility and a chance to further
their skills
● help some learners progress to post-16 study.

42%
42% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

●
●
●
●

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
it would be difficult to timetable
there could be staffing issues for schools
the idea of small qualifications could be confusing for
everyone
it could disadvantage learners in Wales compared to other
parts of the UK because universities and employers might not
value them.

Decision:

We will explore what other made-for-Wales qualifications
are needed that can be taken in addition to the new GCSE in
Science as part of the wider offer.
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Integral Skills
Proposal 1 Do you agree with our plan to change the National / Foundation
Skills Challenge Certificate to make it simpler and more manageable for
learners and schools?
Strongly agree 38%

People thought this was a good idea because it would:
● highlight the Four Purposes of the new curriculum and their importance
● promote choice and support learners to create their own learning path.

Tend to agree 34%
Neither agree or disagree 14%
Tend to disagree 2%
Strongly disagree 5%
Don’t know 8%

185 people answered
this question.

●

72%
72% of people strongly
agreed or agreed with
this proposal.

●
●
●

But they said we need to make sure:
it is similar to the current Skills Challenge Certificate but has less
paperwork
we reduce the amount of duplication of skills and tasks
we look at rebranding it, so everyone understands its value
we look at changing how it’s assessed.

Others disagreed with the idea because they felt that:
● it should be made optional or dropped altogether.

Decision:

We will reform the Skills Challenge Certificate (SCC).
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Next steps
We plan to work with professionals and exam boards to create the best new qualifications for Wales.
Developing these will take time. We might need to prioritise where to focus first and decide what will be
available by September 2025.

Our timetable
Engage with
professionals and
others to create
qualifications

Sept

2021

Consult and
ask people
their views

Sept

2022

Develop and approve
the qualifications

Sept

2023

Prepare to teach

Sept

2024

Thanks for reading this
You can also read more about our plans here: qualificationswales.org
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