Qualified for the future:

the right choice for Wales

Youth-friendly

A new Curriculum for Wales
From 2022, what young people learn and how they learn will change. There will be a new Curriculum for
Wales that will apply to all learners from the ages of 3 to 16. This new curriculum is designed to give learners
the skills they need to be prepared for the future.
The new curriculum aims to give learners the skills to become:
•
•
•
•

Ambitious, capable learners – Children and young people who believe in themselves and what they can
do and are always ready to learn
Enterprising and creative - Children and young people can be creative, think of new ideas, and can solve
problems
Fair, informed citizens of Wales and the world - Children and young people understand their rights and
responsibilities and care about the world
Healthy, confident individuals – Who are ready to live as valued members of society. They have healthy
minds and bodies and feel good about themselves and what they believe in.

The new curriculum has six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs):
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expressive Arts
Health and Well-being
Humanities
Languages, Literacy and Communication
Mathematics and Numeracy
Science and Technology

About Us
We are Qualifications Wales. We
decide which qualifications schools
and colleges in Wales can choose to
offer. Different qualifications come
from different organisations called
exam boards. We make sure they
follow our rules for qualifications in
Wales. We make sure they’re the right
ones for Wales, and that the exams
you take are fair.
This consultation is for anyone
interested in education in Wales.
Last year, we asked people about the
qualifications you take in school to
see how they needed to change.
People told us that GCSEs should
stay, but that the content and
assessment of GCSEs should change
to meet the needs of learners. We
want you to tell us what kind of
GCSEs and other qualifications we
should create for the new curriculum.
There are plans in this consultation
that we would like your views on. We
need to do this now so we can make
the changes in time for learners who
are currently in Year 5.
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Made-for-Wales
qualifications

Some qualifications are made-for-Wales and are designed specifically for learners in
Wales. Other qualifications are designed for learners across the UK.
A qualification can only be made-for-Wales if there are enough learners in Wales who
are likely to want to take it.
This consultation is about which qualifications should be made-for-Wales and what they
will look like. In future, qualifications from across the UK will continue to be made
available alongside qualifications made-for-Wales.

New content and
assessment

For now, we want to agree which subjects should be available as made-for-Wales GCSEs.
We are not going into detail on the content of these qualifications or how they will be
assessed. We will do more research on how qualifications are assessed in 2021.
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Qualifications for all learners

The proposals in this consultation focus on GCSEs. In future, schools and learners will be able to choose from other kinds of qualification as well as
GCSEs. This will make sure that the choice of qualifications meets the needs of all learners.

If you would like to know more about how we will use your feedback,
please click here to read our privacy notice.
Please read this document and then go to our online survey to tell
us what you think. If you prefer, you can print off this document,
write in your answers to the questions in each section, and email it
back to Opinion Research
Services at QWconsultation@ors.org.uk or post it to:
Opinion Research Services
Freepost (SS1018)
PO BOX 530
Swansea
SA1 1ZL

4

Section 1: Expressive Arts
The Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience is about:
• Exploring the arts so you learn to use your knowledge, skills and
imagination to create
• Learning to appreciate the arts and to reflect on your own work.
We plan to look at and change GCSEs in Art and Design, Drama and Music. We would like to keep them as separate
qualifications.
Keeping separate GCSEs in these subjects would help learners to focus more on their chosen subjects and to study
them after their GCSEs if they want to. It would also allow learners to keep up their performance and creative skills.
We would also like to look at how we could use digital technology more when assessing learners’ knowledge and skills
as part of these qualifications.
Do you agree with our plan to look at and change GCSEs in Art and Design, Drama and Music?
Subject

I strongly
agree

I tend to
agree

I neither
agree nor
disagree

I tend to
disagree

I strongly
disagree

I don’t know

Why?

Art and Design
Drama
Music
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We plan to create a new GCSE in Film and Digital Media to match the new curriculum. This would replace the current
separate GCSEs in Media Studies and Film Studies.
The new GCSE would cover a range of digital media including animation, videography (recording and saving moving
images) and podcasting. It would support learners who wanted to study film and digital media after their GCSEs or
work in these areas in future.
Do you agree with our plan to create a new GCSE in Film and Digital Media?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know

Why?
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In 2020, only small numbers of learners studied GCSE Dance. Low numbers of learners taking the qualification makes it
difficult for exam boards to offer it. Because of this, we do not plan to create a new made-for-Wales GCSE Dance
qualification. We will make sure that learners still have a choice of other qualifications that assess dance.
Do you agree with our plan to make sure that learners in Wales have a choice of qualifications that assess dance?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Instead of specialising in one subject, some learners prefer to take a qualification that combines different areas of
expressive arts. These qualifications can be useful in helping learners prepare for a job in expressive arts.
We want to make sure that learners continue to have the chance to study for qualifications that combine different areas
of expressive arts within the same qualification.
Do you agree with our plan to continue to offer a choice of qualifications that combine different areas of
expressive arts within the same qualification?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Section 2: Health and Well-being
The Health and Well-being Area of Learning and Experience is about:
• Learning about healthy eating and healthy relationships
• Learning to make good decisions and dealing with influences
• Learning how to look after your mental health and emotional wellbeing
We do not plan to create a new qualification which covers the whole of the Health and Well-being Area. We don’t think
a qualification is the best way of measuring the way learners think about their health and wellbeing.
This Area is about thinking and acting in ways which help learners and others to live healthy and happy lives. It would
be hard to assess this as a qualification. We also think that schools should focus on making sure that their learners have
the best possible health and well-being rather than getting them ready for and passing assessments.
Do you agree with our plan not to create a new qualification which covers the whole of Health and
Well-being?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Currently, learners can study separate GCSE qualifications in Food and Nutrition, Physical Education, and Health and
Social Care, and Childcare. These subjects are a good fit with the new curriculum. We need to look at and change the
qualifications in these subjects to make sure that they can be taught and tested in line with the new curriculum.
Having separate GCSEs in these subjects helps learners to develop their knowledge and skills in different subjects. It also
supports learners to focus more on their chosen subjects and to study them after their GCSEs if they want to.
Do you agree with our plan to look at and change GCSEs in Food and Nutrition, Physical Education, Health
and Social Care, and Childcare?
Subject

Food and
Nutrition

I strongly
agree

I tend to
agree

I neither
agree nor
disagree

I tend to
disagree

I strongly
disagree

I don’t know

Why?

Physical Education
Health and Social
Care, and
Childcare
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Section 3: Humanities
The Humanities Area of Learning and Experience is about:
• Exploring history, geography, religion, business, culture and society
in Wales and around the world.

Business, Geography, History and Religious Studies are popular subjects that lots of learners currently take GCSEs in.
We think that learners should still be able to study for GCSEs in these areas in the future. However, we think that what is
included in these subjects and how it is tested will need to be looked at and changed so that it matches the new
curriculum. These qualifications should also better prepare learners to study these subjects after their GCSEs if they
want to.
Do you agree with our plan to look at and change GCSEs in Business, Geography, History and Religious
Studies?
Subject

I strongly
agree

I tend to
agree

I neither
agree nor
disagree

I tend to
disagree

I strongly
disagree

I don’t know

Why?

Business
Geography
History
Religious Studies
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Social studies is an important part of the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience. At the moment, there is no
GCSE in this subject. We think it would be a good idea to create a GCSE in Social Studies. This GCSE would help
learners to explore and investigate important events and issues both in their local area and further afield. Learners
could study different topics that they are interested in, including who we are and where we come from, the world
around us, and human rights.
We are not sure if enough schools would offer this new GCSE to make it possible to create. We will be checking this out
with schools before we decide if we can create it.
If we were to create a new GCSE in Social Studies, it might replace some other GCSEs including citizenship, sociology
and law.
Do you agree with our plan to create a new Social Studies GCSE?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree

Why?

I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Currently, learners can only study humanities subjects as separate GCSE qualifications. We are now thinking about
creating a new Humanities GCSE which covers all of the humanities subjects in one qualification.
We think that this would allow learners to make the links and connections between different subjects within humanities.
It also matches the way the new curriculum has been organised. We think this new GCSE would help learners to
develop their skills and knowledge across all subjects in this Area.
We are not sure if enough schools would offer this new GCSE to make it possible to create. We will be checking
this out with schools before we decide if we can create it.

We think the qualification would be around the size of two GCSEs. Learners would study it instead of separate
humanities subject GCSEs.
Do you agree with our plan to develop
proposals for a new Humanities GCSE?

Why?

I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Section 4: Languages, Literacy and
Communication

The Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience is about
• Learning about languages
• Understanding and using Welsh, English and international languages
• Understanding and creating literature
We plan to create new GCSEs in English and Welsh which cover both language and literature instead of having
separate language and literature GCSEs as we have now. We think these new GCSEs would be around the size of 1½
GCSEs. They would be about the same difficulty level as the current GCSEs to make it suitable for most learners. We
think combining literature and language into a single qualification is sensible as it would make it easier to create links
between language and literature. It would also give learners more flexibility and choice about which other
qualifications they study. For example, by taking a combined qualification, learners could choose to take another
qualification in a different subject.
Do you agree with our plan to create new combined GCSEs in language and literature in English and Welsh?
These qualifications would be roughly 1½ GCSEs in size.
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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The Welsh Government wants more learners to be confident Welsh speakers when they finish school.
The new curriculum expects that learners in English-medium and Welsh-medium schools will develop their Welsh
language skills at different speeds.
Currently, most learners in English-medium schools study the Welsh second language GCSE. This has helped more
learners to improve their Welsh. It is also useful for learners to get a full GCSE in Welsh instead of a smaller qualification.
We plan to create a new Welsh GCSE. This GCSE would not be called Welsh second language. It would be around the
size of 1½ GCSEs.
The new GCSE would be a bit harder than the current Welsh second language GCSE. This would mean that schools
spend more time teaching learners Welsh, which would help learners to get better and more confident in Welsh.
Do you agree with our plan to stop offering the current Welsh second language GCSE and to create a new
Welsh GCSE for learners in English-medium schools? The new GCSE would be around the size of 1½ GCSEs.
I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree

Why?

I don’t know
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We plan to create some new small Welsh language qualifications to be studied alongside the new Welsh language GCSE
we talk about in the previous question.
These qualifications would focus on helping learners to improve different skills including reading, writing, listening, and
speaking.
These qualifications could be assessed using digital technology at a point when learners are ready. They would get their
assessment results quickly so that their teachers know how to help them to improve.
Do you agree with our plan to create some new small Welsh language qualifications that can be studied
alongside GCSEs to help learners to improve different skills in Welsh?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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French, German and Spanish are currently the most popular international languages studied in Wales. We plan to
continue to offer these languages. However, we want to make the qualifications in them more accessible, relevant,
engaging and appealing. We also want them to make better use of technology.
Do you agree with our plan to look at and change GCSEs in French, German and Spanish?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know

Why?
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We plan to create small qualifications in a wider range of international languages. This would allow learners to study a
language other than French, Spanish and German.
These qualifications could be taken alongside another language but would not take as much time to study for as a
GCSE. This might mean that more learners study an international language than do now.
Do you agree with our plan to create small qualifications in a range of international languages?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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A range of British Sign Language (BSL) qualifications are already available at different levels of difficulty. England are
thinking about creating a GCSE in BSL. If this happens, we would make sure that this qualification could be taken by
learners in Wales.
Do you agree with our plan to make sure that learners can still study BSL qualifications at a range of different
levels of difficulty, including any new BSL GCSE that is made in England?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Section 5: Mathematics and
Numeracy

The maths and numeracy area of learning and experience is about:
• Understanding numbers
• Understanding symbols in maths
• Exploring shapes and measurement
• Learning about statistics and probability

We plan to create one GCSE Mathematics qualification, which would be roughly the size of 1½ GCSEs. This would be
instead of the two separate Mathematics and Numeracy GCSEs we currently have. This new GCSE would test both maths
and numeracy skills in the same qualification. We think it makes sense to combine maths and numeracy because the new
curriculum puts them together, and because maths and numeracy GCSEs already cover many of the same topics.
Do you agree with our plan to create one GCSE Mathematics qualification instead of the two separate
Mathematics and Numeracy GCSEs we currently have? The new GCSE would be around the size of 1½ GCSEs.

I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know

Why?
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We plan to create a new small qualification that tests the number skills you need in everyday life. It could be studied
alongside the new maths GCSE we have already talked about.
This new small qualification would help learners who may not get a C in GCSE maths to show what they know,
understand and can do. This qualification could support learners as they move from school into college, training or
employment.
We think this qualification should be tested on-screen rather than on paper. We also think you should be able to take it
when you are ready instead of having to wait until the end of Year 11 to do so.
Do you agree with our plan to create a new small qualification to test number skills on-screen?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree

Why?

I don’t know
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Some learners really enjoy maths and want to carry on studying it after GCSE. There is already an Additional Maths
qualification that is harder than a GCSE which learners can take. This qualification helps prepare learners who want to
study maths at AS Level.

We plan to make sure an Additional Maths qualification is available for learners. Do you agree?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree

Why?

I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Section 6: Science and Technology
The Science and Technology Area of Learning and Experience is about
• Understanding the importance of science and technology
• Learning about design and engineering, living things, matter, forces and
energy, and how computers work.
Currently, learners can study separate GCSEs in Computer Science, Built Environment, Design and Technology, and
Digital Technology. Keeping these qualifications separate would make sure that learners can still study the different
subjects in more depth if they want to.
GCSE Built Environment and GCSE Digital Technology are brand new qualifications that are starting next year. Learners
and teachers have already helped us to decide what these qualifications should include. If you think that these GCSEs
need to be changed, we will think about these changes, and will decide whether to make them straight away or in the
future.
Do you agree with our plan to review and if needed change GCSEs in Computer Science, Built Environment,
Design and Technology, and Digital Technology?
Subject

I strongly
agree

I tend to
agree

I neither
agree nor
disagree

I tend to
disagree

I strongly
disagree

I don’t know

Why?

Computer Science
Built Environment
Design and
Technology
Digital Technology
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Learners and teachers have told us that they would like a new engineering qualification which better prepares learners
to study and work in engineering in the future.
We think there should be a new GCSE in engineering which focuses on practical engineering in real life situations.
This new qualification would replace some of the engineering qualifications that learners in Wales can study at the
moment.
Do you agree with our plan to create a new GCSE in engineering?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know

24

There are currently lots of GCSE qualifications in science. Not all schools offer each qualification and not all of the GCSEs
allow learners to progress onto AS Level science qualifications.
Having one science GCSE that everyone takes would make it simpler and fairer for learners across Wales. As there is a
lot of content to cover in science, this qualification is likely to be the size of two GCSEs.
This new GCSE would be designed so that learners understand how science works and how we make use of it in our
lives.

Do you agree with our plan to create a new Science GCSE? The new GCSE would be around the size of 2 GCSEs.
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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We also plan to create a range of small science qualifications to support the new Science GCSE we talk about in the
previous question.
These qualifications would be around the size of 1/3 or 2/3 of a GCSE.
It might be possible for learners who take several of these small qualifications to be able to combine them into an extra
GCSE.
The new qualifications would allow learners to study more topics in science, which could be tested in different ways, not
just by written exams.
Do you agree with our plan to create a range of small science qualifications that can be taken in addition to
the new Science GCSE mentioned in the previous question?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree

Why?

I neither agree nor disagree
I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Section 7: Integral Skills
The new curriculum says that schools should help learners to develop skills in thinking
carefully about important issues, problem solving, creativity, planning, and personal
effectiveness.
These skills are the same as those which are currently assessed by the Skills Challenge
Certificate (SCC). We now need to make sure that they are being assessed in a way that all
learners can manage, and which matches the new curriculum.
Currently, all learners in Wales study the SCC qualification alongside their GCSEs. Learners and teachers have already
told us that the SCC helps learners to gain useful skills. They have also told us that the SCC should allow learners to
focus more on their interests, and that it should be easier for all learners to manage.
To match the new curriculum, the SCC should give learners more and different opportunities to develop and show their
skills. Schools should also be able to choose how to teach the SCC so that it fits in with their School Curriculum.
Do you agree with our plan to change the National / Foundation SCC to make it simpler and more
manageable for learners and schools?
I strongly agree
I tend to agree
I neither agree nor disagree

Why?

I tend to disagree
I strongly disagree
I don’t know
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Section 8: About you
Are you a learner?
Yes
No

If you are a learner at school, please tell us
which year you are in, or tell us if you learn at
college, university, or somewhere else.
Year 6 and below
Year 7 - 9
Year 10 - 11

If you are not a learner, please tell us in what
capacity you are responding (for example,
parent/carer, or teacher)

If you have anything else you would like to say
about our consultation, please use the space
below.

Year 12 - 13
Further Education (FE) college
University
Other (please specify)
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Section 9: Assessing the impact of our proposals
How can we reduce any negative effects that our plans might have?

Would our plans have any other positive or negative effects that we have not already
talked about? Please choose from the list below.
Yes, our plans would have other positive effects

Yes, our plans would have other negative effects
No, our plans would have no other effects
I don’t know

If our plans would have any other effects, please
explain them below.

Qualifications
Wales has to check
whether the
changes we make
to qualifications
have a positive or
negative effect. We
would like
everybody who
takes part in this
consultation to
answer some
questions about
this.

Would our plans have any positive or negative effects on people because of their age, disability, gender
reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, or sexual
orientation that we have not already talked about?
Yes, our plans would have other positive effects

If our plans would have any other effects, please explain them below.

Yes, our plans would have other negative effects
No, our plans would have no other effects
I don’t know
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Would our plans have any positive or negative effects on people’s use of the Welsh language that we have not
already talked about?
Yes, our plans would have other positive effects

If our plans would have any other effects, please explain them below.

Yes, our plans would have other negative effects
No, our plans would have no other effects
I don’t know

Would our plans have any positive or negative effects on treating the Welsh language equally to the English
language that we have not already talked about?
Yes, our plans would have other positive effects

If our plans would have any other effects, please explain them below.

Yes, our plans would have other negative effects
No, our plans would have no other effects
I don’t know
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Section 10: Next steps

How we will use your feedback
After we have read and thought about all of the responses to the consultation, we will decide whether
to accept, change or reject each plan. This will decide which made-for-Wales qualifications will be
available in future.
Once we have decided, we will publish a report of all responses to the consultation on our website. We
will also say why we are making our decisions, and how we have considered the consultation feedback.
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What happens next
Once we have published the report of this consultation, we will start two new pieces of work:
1. Developing and consulting on detailed plans for each made-for-Wales qualification, including the content and assessment methods for each one
2. Taking steps to make sure that a range of other qualifications are available, alongside any made-for-Wales qualifications.
If you would like to find out more about our work on qualifications for the new curriculum, including our future consultations, you can follow us on
Twitter.
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